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4 THE PRINCIPAL | "A 


General Aſſembly 


| CHURC 
SCOTLAND. ® 


Holden and Begun at Edinbrugh, the 1x Day of January Toke 
1698, and ending the 24 of the ſame Monerth. 


I, 
T he Recording of His eMajeltie's Commiſſion, Tothe Lord 
| CARMICHAEL, for Repreſenting His MAJESTY 
m this Aſſembly. 


At Edinburgh 11 Faunary 1698. Sell. I, 


HIS Day, The General Aſſembly ofthe 
P22 Miniſters and Elders of this National 
my Church, being Conveened, There was 
Way produced to them, by a Noble Lord, 


; = <> 7 O H N Lord Carmichaul, Hig ? ; 
| ANWZ/ED | | 
| >) MAAS 


Maj:ſtie's Comm :fion, unccrihe Great 

Seal of this King:/om, Nominating and 

Appoining Him tobe His Majetlie's High Commiſſioner and 
At -2 Repre 


= At] 


4 The ACTS of the 


Repreſentative in this National Aſſembly, which was publick. 
Iy Read in their Audience, with all duc Honour and ReſpeR, 
and the General Aſſembly Appointed and hereby Appzints, 
the ſame tobe Recorded in the Regilters of this Aſſembly, 


, : Bo. 1-8 Joey 
therein to remain ad futurarn re: Memoriam, The Tenor. 


whereof follows. 
«GULIE L MUS Dii Gratia Mazne Britanu'iz, Fran: 


* i & Hiberniz Rex, Fideigue Defcnfor : Omnibus probis 


« Hominibus, ad quos przſentes Lite:zz Noſtiz pervenerinr, 
« Se/uters, Quandoquidem ex Decreto Noltro, . Generalis 
« Eccleſiz conyentus, Antiquioris noſtri Regni Score in wn- 
* dectmum diem Menſis Januar inſtantis Continuaius erat, 
« Noſque autem abunde eupidi, quin etiam neceſlarium eflc 
« Tudicantes in commodum dictz Ecclefiz, ut idem Generel:s 
*ConventusDie ſtatuto gebite obſervetur ſed rebus magni mo- 
<* menti alio yocantibus, dicto conyentui interzile nequimus, 
© CumqueFideliflimus & DileQiflimus noſter. Conſiliarius Fo- 
« annes Dominus Carmichael, perplutima edigitſpecimina,de 
© Facultatibus ſuis Eximijs, & tidelitats infigni, unde nobis ab- 
« unde Satigfactum eſt, Quod ad munera {ummi Officit Intra» 
* mentionati rite Exercenda & obcunda, in fingm fupta cx- 
« preſſum uſquequaque eſt idoneus, Noveritis igirur Nos 
*feciſſe & Conſtituiſſe, ſicuti per has noſtras parentes lireras 
« facimus & conſtituimus Eundem FJ oannem Domiunun Cars 
« michael, Supremum Noltrum Commiſſionarium quoad 
« Effetum infracxpreſſum; Damus pariter & Concedimus 
«jl]i, Sacram noſtram peifonam, & Authoritatem Noſtram 
« Regalem Repreſentandi, przſentiam no{tram ſupplendgi, 
« locumque noſtrum in dicto Subſcquenti Generali Conventy 
*ranquam Commiſſionario noltco in hunc. Effectum, ſpeci- 
« aliter conſtituto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad Imperium & 
«* munus Commiſſionarii, pro Generali Eccleſiz. Conyenty 
«* pzragendi, tam plene, adeoque libere, in quovis reſpety, 
« quam quiliber alius cjaſdem Supremi muneris & CharaRteris 
4 fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore retroato facere potcrat ; at= 
« que ſicuri Nos ipft perſonaliter preſentes facere poterimue, 
« Plenifſimam & Ampliſſimam noſtram poteſtatem & Com- 
« miſlionem. Quzquidem omnia & fingula, a ditto 7ozure 
« Domino Carmichael, in hac noltra Commiſlions profe- 
« quenda legitime facienda, Nos firmiter Approbamus, Rati 
*habemus, & habituri fumus. Omnitus & Singulis in ſy- 
« pradicti conventus & Ecclefie Paſtoribus & Precbyreris, 
* &cxieris quibuscunque hvjus Regni noftri ſubditis, cvjus- 
* c1::que qualitatis & condiiionis, ut dictum Joarrmer Zome. 
* #713 Carmichael, tranquam fupremum nottrum Commil- 
© flonarium quoad Effecium & modum fupramentionatum 
* Aznoſcant, Revereantur, & dicto jpitus audicntes ſe prebe- 

anr, 
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General Aſſembly, 1698, 
« 5rzbeant, ſtricie precipimus, & imperamus. Acdenique, 
« hanc Noſtram Commiſſionem, a die quo magnum hujus 
* Repni Noſtci figillum preſentibus eſt apperffura, & deinceps 
*hac Scſſione 1cquenti Generalis Conventusantedifti in vigore 
« continuare declarayimus & per pizſenres Declaramus, vel 
« uſquedum a nebis revocabitur. incujusrei Teſtimonium, 
« preſentibus Magnum figillum noſtrum appendi przcepi- 
«* mus Apud aulam noſtram de Kenſangron, quintodia men- 
« ſis Janur11, Anno Domini, Milleſimo Sexcenteſimo No- 
*nogeſimo Octave, Regnique noſtri Anno nono, 


Per ſiyznaturam mann $. D. N. Regis Supraſignatanis 


Locus 
Sigilli 
Appenſi 


IN DORSO. 


Revftrat the tenth day of Janu @ < tenth day of January: 


Written ts the great Seal, and ; ( Sealed af Edinburgh, the 
ary 1698. Dun. Ronald Depur. C 1698. A, Home: 


- 

His MAFESTIES gracious LETTER 
T © 

The GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 


Fadem SJellione. 


HE faid Day, His MA7JESTIE*S High 

| COMMISSIONER produced His Mazeſtre's 
Moſt Gracious LETTER, Directed to this 
eſembiy, Which wes publickly Read in their Hearing 
with all due Honour and Reſpe&, and appointed to be Re-: 
corded in the Repilters of this 4/embily, The Tenor where: 
of followes. . 


B WIL. 


The ACTSof the 
wILLIAM KR. 
Oo 
Right Reverend, and Well Beloved, 


W* Greet you Well. We are fo well fatisfied, with 


your F roceedings, at the laſt Genera/ 7 embly 

that We apree to your Meeting now, though an other time 
had been more Convenient for -Our Afﬀairs. And we have 
apain made choice, of Our Right Truſtie, and Entirely Be- 
loved Councellour John Lord Carmichael, to be Our Com- 
mifſioner, of whoſe Fidelity, and Zeal for Our Service, We 
have had experience, on former Occaſions, and *who, We 
know, will be acceptable to you: And we doubt not but you 
will A& inſuch a manner in this Aſembly, as that We 
ſhall have new Reaſon to be ſatisfied with you. And We do 
renew Our Aſſurances of Our ProteRtion, and Countenance 
to the Pre/byterian Government, now Settled in the Church 
of Scotland. | 

You know it is Our Inclinations, and We do Recommend 
toyou, to Aſſume the Epiſcopal Miniſters whoſe Lives, 
and Doctrine, do render them uſeful to the Church: and 
likewayes the Plaming the Churches in the North, with 
the moſt Prudent and Piousof your Miniſters: And that 
you ſend ſome of your number, who are beſt Qualified, To 
Preach in the remote Highland Pariſhes, where Miniſters are 
nor provided, and where there appears tobe ſo much need of 
a Reformation, both from Popery, and Prophanity. In all 
which, We expect to hear of your Care and Performance, 
and ſo We bid you Heartily tarewell; 

Gruen at Our Court at Kenſington; the fifth Day of 
January 169;. and of Our Reign the ninth year, 


7 1 . 
wy . 


By His Majeſtie's Command. 
_ Tullibardine. 


To the Right Reverend, and Well 
Belrved, The Mini/ters, and 
Elders, Commiſſioners of the 
Genrral Aſſemebly of the Church 
of Our 41.crent Kingdome of Scots 
land. 
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General Aſſembly, 1698. 7 


111. 
The General Aſſemblies Anſwer, 
Ta 
His Majeſties Gracious Letter 
Edinburgh, 13. January 1698. Sel. 3. 


May it pleaſe Tour e Majeſty, | 
T 4E Saisfation Your Majeſty Vouchſafes to fig- 


nifie by Your moſt Gracious Letter to this Aſſem- 

bly, with the proceedings of the former; Your 
Mu;.ities renewed Aſſurances of Your Protection, and Coun- 
tenance to the Presbyterian Government, now ſettled in 
this Church, and Your having agreed to our Meeting at this 
time, ken ſo many other weighty Afﬀairs call forth andemploy 
your Royal Care, Do lay ſuch Obligations on Us to Our 
Duty, as We ſhall endeayour better to expreſs our Senſe 
thereof, in the Courſe of our Actings, then now We are 
able to do by Words. 

Nor is it One of the leaſt Teſtimonies of Your Mazeſtes 
Fatherly Regard to this Church, That as you have formerly 
Recommended, and encouraped the ſuppreſſing and reſtrain. 
ing of all Vice and Prophanity, So Your Majeſty doth now 
teſtify a ſpecial Concern, for planting a well qualified Mini. 
{try in theſe Places that want it, and that You are pleaſed to 
excite Us toa cheerful Management of all the Matters that 
lye beforc us, by the continued Choice of the Lord Carmi 
chael, to repteſent Your Royal PERSON now again in 
this Aſſembly, whoſe unblemiſhed Fairhfulneſs, and fieddy 
Zeal to Your Majeſtics Service, joined with a conſtantgood 
AﬀeQion to this Church, have always very ſignally, and to 
us moſt obligeingly appeared. 

The General Aſſembly is ſtill ready ro aſſume ſuch Mi- 
niſters as ſerved under the late Prelacy, whoſe Lives and 
Doctrines render them uſeful in the Church, and who apply 
to them in the Terms and Methods propoſed by former 

Aſſemblies 


2 The ACTS of the 


Aſſemblies, and ſhallrecommend the ſame to Interiour Judi: 
Caſories. 

In the planting of the North, ſuch Progreſs as could be 
attained, hath been made ſince the laſt Aſſembly; and to 
proceed in this Good Work, and provide for the remote High- 
land Pariſhes, We reckon an important part of Our preſent 


Duty, and do.reiolve to apply Our ſelves therero,. with that 


Diligence, and ſo to demain Our ſelyes therein, and in Our 
whole Conduct, through Divine Aſſiſtance, that We truſt this 
Aſſembly ſhall not prove unworthy of the Continuance of 
Your Majeſties Favourable Opinion of. Us. . - 

Thar ihe Great G OD. by whom Kings Reign, may day- 
Iy multiplie his beſt Bleſſings, upon Your Royal Perſon and 
Government, is, and ſhall be, the moſt ſincerely affeRio- 
nate and feryent Prayer of, 


May it pleaſe Tour MAJESTY, 
Your M 4 7 ESTIE'S$ moſt Faithful, 
Moſt Obedient, and moſt Humble Subjects, 


T he Minifters and Elders, mett in this National 
4 ſſembly of the Charch of Scotland, 


Signed in Our Preſence, in Our Name, 
and at Our Appomtment, 


By 


Geo. Meldrum Moderator. 


IV. 
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General Aſſembly, 1698: 9 
IV. 


To His Moſt Excellent Majeſlie,, 


The Humble ADDRESS, of the Nationab 4/embly, of 
che- Church of  Sqar/ands, lf oi fl ot : 
| . Eadem Seſlicne, i” 
eMay it Pleaſe Tour Majeſite,. © | bag io 
_ $ the Commillioners of the former Aſſembly, under ' 
a Jutt Sznfe of duty, did Addreſs Yonr :Mnjeſtie,. 
upon Your happy. Avſpicious Atrival to theſe Your King-. 
domes, ſo We the preſent Repreſentatives of this Nationat 
Caurch, do now. for Our fſely6s, and in Naim 'of that 
Church, which We Revyreſent, with moſt himble Adofa- 
tions, and ihankful Praiſes tv Our good God, Acknowledge 
His I:c{timable Mercy tous, in ſending Your Mzjeſtiero be 
Our Dclivecer and Reſtorer, {a Blelling never to be torgorten 
by us, n>: Our Poſteriry ) in Condufting and P reſerving 
Your. Maj:ſtie, through the long Tratt ot a moſt Juit and 
Neceilary, but moſt Hazardous War, ( undertaken to af- 
ſert and Vindicat the Oppreſſed Liberries-of Chriſtendom ) 
whilc{t you were Expoſed co the. moſt open and formidable 
Dangers, in keeping You ſafe, .in the hydings of His owu 
Power, and in returning You to Ycur Loving and longing 
Peovie, Adorned with the beſt of Triumphs, ( the Effect 
of Your ge. p Wiſiomas well as of Your Matchleſs Valour ) 
aJofid ane Hon-urkble Peace, > + 
No Expreſſions can reach the fullneſs of Our loyal 
Hearts, upon this great Occaſion, nor that ſincere Joy that 
is raiſed in us, by the hrp?s of Your azeftzes applying 
Your ſclt with Chriſtian Princely Vigour, to maintain that 


. Holy R<ligion ( given us by the God who hath called, 


upheld 2nd Eftablithe3 You ) ro erub .the Enormitics of a 
D:bauchrt and Profligate Ape, and to quell the monſters of 
Prophanity and Atheiſm, that have dared ſo boldly ro bid de- 
fyanceio Heayen, and all that is Sacred: From theſe doth 
ariſe Out preate!t danger, left Wrath be eporr us from the 
God of Heayen; In fubduzing theſe, a yer higher pitch of 
Courage, fteddy Reſolution, and true Grearnefs of mindis 
required, than in overcoming the greatelt Armies, in the. 
field of Baittel, This Noble Atchievmenrt, ſeems to be Re- 
ſerved tor Your Mazef/y, asthe peculiar glory of Your now 

C pcacetal 


x0 Th: ACTS of the | 

peaceful Reign, both by Your Authority, and Royal Exam- 
ple to render Piety and Vertue in the eyes of the World ( as 
indeed they are in themſelves) the true point of Ho- 
nour, and all impiety and Vice (tho in Perſons of moſt ele- 
vated Quality and Station ) matter of Infamy and Diſgrace, 


without which no Effectual Reformation of degenerated 


manners, can eyer be expected. 

May the Divine Majeſty, of whom is the Salvatiori of 
Kings, ( who hath done wonders for You and wroughr 
wonders by You, whole great and happy Inſtrument You 
are ) long preſerve, Richly Bleſſe and Proſper Ycur 
Majeſty, and render You no leſs IIluſtrious, inallthe Arts 
of Peace, then You have been in theſe of War; And when He 
ſhall have Served His own great and Gracious ends, by 
You in this World, may You be Tranſlated to Inherite the 
Glories of that Kingdom of Purity and Peace, that can ne- 


yer be ſhaken. So We Pray, with the moſt Feryent Aﬀetion 


of dutiful and ſincere Hearts, who are, 


May it pleaſe Tour MAJESTY: 


Tour MAJESTIES Moſt Faithſol, 
Moſt Obedient, and Moſt Humble Subje&ts 


The Miniſters and Elders, met in this Natiugal 
Aſſembly, of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in Our Preſence, inOur Name 
and at Our Appointment, 


By 
Geo. Meldram Moderator. 


Rt £ 
Edinburgh 1 5* January 169g. enfe merid. 
Seſl. 6. 


AS, and Declaration, for- Vindication of the Church 
of Scotland, from the Calumny of Thomas Gipps, Refor 
of Bury, in a Sermon Preached by him. 


FT E General Aſembly of this National Church, 
1 being Informed, that the Presbyterians ( parti- 
cularly 


UM! 


General Aſſembly 1668 WT :; 
eularly theſe of Scotland) are charged in a Sermon preach- 
ed by Thomas Gifps ReQtor of Bury in Fngland, now Prin. 
red and Publiſhed, as Corrupters of the Word of God, with 
deſign to ſupport the Peoples Power, in ſetting up Miniſters 
over themſelves, and that this Corruption is made by them, 
in As 6.3, By caulcing it be printed, Whom ye may ap. 
point over this Buſmeſs; in ſtead of Whom We may appoint; 
And therefore the General Aſſembly, do unanimouſly De: 
clate, That as they allow no Power in the People, but on- 
ly in the Paſtors of the Church, to appoint or ordain Church 
Officers, ſo they diſclaim the aboyementioned Error of the 
Preſs, it any ſuch be found in any Bibles printed .in this Na- 
tion; and do declare they do not own any other Reading 
of that Text; to be according to the Original, but Whons 
We may appoint,” Wc: Nor do they know, nor can learn, that 
ever any in this Nation, did publickly ufe, or apply that Text, 
co proye the Peoples Power in Ordaining their Miniſters. 


— 


V I. 
LAT for punitual [ending of Commiſſioners to the Gene- 


ral Aſfemblies; and thew Attendance dareing the fats. 
ting thereof. 


Edinburgh, 18. January 1698. poff merie. 
__ 8, 
T HE General Aſſembly, eaking to theic Conſidera* 


tion, the Overrure tranſmitted by the laſt Aſſem- 

bly to Presbytries,anent punRual ſending of Com- 
miltioners to General Afl. mblies, and their Attendance dure- 
ing the ſittivg theceof ; and having heard the Report of the 
ſeveral Commiſſioners from Presbytries, to whom the Confi- 
deratjon of the ſame was recommended, in order to its bei 
more tipely adviſed, and determined in this Aſſembly : The 
General Aſſembly do appoint Piesbytries to chuſe their Com- 
miſFoners for the General Aſſembly, a competent time before 
the ſitting thereof, at leaſt fouriy days, and that each Gene- 
ral Aſſembly appoint a Com mittee ofCenfures to cognoſce up- 
on the dates of Commiſſions,and the attendance of theſe Com- 
miſſioned ; To the end, that ſuch Presbytries as do not make 
their 


a w 6295-4. 
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I2 The ACTS of the 


their Election in duc time; As Ikeways, ſuch Commiſſio- 
ners 25docs not attend duely from the beginning, and through 
the whole Dyets of the General Aſſzmbly, and the Commit: 
tees which they may be put upon, not having a relevant ex- - 
cuſe, may. be cenſured as the General Aſſembly ſhall think 
fic: And laſlly; the Geaeral Aſſembly recommends to Prel- 
byrries, to chuſe ſuch Ruling Elders to be their Commiſſio- 
ners, as may attend ; and leriouſly to exhort ther when 
choſen, to make Conſcience of aitending upon General Aſ- 
ſemblics; ang recommends the punctual Obſervance of 
Aft 4 General Aſſembly 1694. anent the giving in Com- 
miſſions,and making up the Roils the night before tne Aſlem» 
bly meet, or thz next morning, tor which purpoſe, the Cleik 
is.to attend in the Aﬀſembly Houſe, at that time, 


k & 7 
AT anent the Dejicients in ſupplying the North. 
Edinburgh, 21, January 1698. poſt merid. 
Seſl. 12. 


{HE General Afſembly having enquired, how the 67h 
AR of the lait Afſembly, anent theſe Miniſters, who 
had not obeyed the Appointment of the Aſſembly 1696, 
conccrning the Miſſion to the North, was obleryed ; and Me, 
Js/eph Drew, Minitter at New Monkland, being hegrs, his 
Excuf= for not going (hitherto, Jwas ſuſtained;But ke is appoin-' 
ted to fulfill rhe time of his Miſſion, conform to the ſaid Ac, 
and it there be any inevitable impediments tn his way, Ap- 
points the Preshytrie of Hamilton to fend one in his room, 
and thar ihe Commiſſion {ze this done: And farder, Referrs 
tothe Commiſſion, to-fee the Pre: byrrie of Zaſſey fullill che 
time of the Miſſion of their two Miniſters, conform to the 
ſaid Att of the Jaſt Aſſembly. And laſtly, retcrrs ro rhe 
ſaid Commiſſion, to enquire, howthe Supplies, appointed by 
the laſt Aſſ-mbly, were ſent ups And likewayse, to fee that 
any Supplies thar ſhall be appointed by this Afſ:mbly,' be 
punctually fent, from: the ſeveral Synods, and to cenfure the 
Deficicnts, 
| V IIF. 


REA SES: 


General Aſſembly 1698. 


"- Mi q 


Vill. \þ 
AG approving Overtures for Planting of the North. 
Eadem Seſlione. 


Eing the Miſſion of the fourty four Miniſters, hath ſo 
g tar come ſhort of the deſigned Tranſportation, of Acu- 
al Miniſters from the Sourhbto the North, andthe neceſlity 
of that Countrey continues, The Aſſembly declares that 
Twelve Miniſters ſhall be Tranſported from the Sourh, to 
ſome of the following Poſts, { Which are either Conſiderable 
in themſelves, or by reaſon of their Circumſtances, neceſſarly 
to be ſpeedily ſupplyed)now Vacant; Three of the ſaids Mini- 
ſters to the Province of Angus and Mearns, Toany of the 
Poſts. following viz. Montroſe, Breichen, Migle, Eltet, 
Longforgan, Farnall, or Fetteref&o, Six of them, to the 
Province of Aberdeen, To any of theſe Poſts following viz. 
New and Old Aberdeen, Peterhead, Foverain, Raffin, 
Mor:hlick, Boyidy, Opperbanchoree,. Oven or Old Meldrum, 
and three to the Province of Murray, «To any of- theſe Poſts 
following viz. [:zverneſs, Elgine, Dufjus, or Keith. 
That 1n Order to the above end, thePresbytries in the for- 
ſaid Provinces, Endeavour to get ordinary Calls; and in caſe 
theſe Pariſhes abovementioned ſhall neglect co give the 
ſame,the Aſſembly declares, that Calls by the Presbytrie of the 
Bounds, ro which any of thele places belongs, ſhall be ſul. 
tained ſufficient, the faid Presbytrie atteſting, that there are 
probable grounds '! hat the People will ſubmic, cothe Mini- 
ſkry of the Miniſter ſo Called, when ſettled * among them: 
And the Perſon thus Called, is to belooſed and Tranſported 
according tothe methode propoſed By the laſt . Aſſemblyin 
the Overtures Contained Act 16: Only where itis. granted 
by the Laſt Aſſembly, That ſuch Calls ſhould be purſued 
by the Kirk-Agent or his Deputs, This Aſſembly allowes alſo 
a Commiſſion from the Pariſh or Presbytrie Calling, To be 
Nufficient to any other perſon what ſoever, Topurſue the 
aid Tranſportation, And the Gexera! Aſſembly does ſeriouſly 
mend it to the Miniſtersof the Nori, To uſe all | ; 
Tendetneſs and Caution, as to the Seats of Univer/ities, The i] 
Adiual Reſidences of Noblemen, and Principal Royar Burghs; | 
y proceed to Moderate a Call, to 
D . any 


that, beſore 
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any of theſe Twelve Miniſters, thus co be Tranſported, they 
conſult, with ſome of the moſt Prudent and Experienced 
men, in the ſame Synod to which the Miniſter Called Be- 
longs. And on the other hand, the Aſſembly ſeriouſly Re- 
commends to theſe Presbytries,Synods and Commiſſion, whe 
ſhall have occaſion to Judge in any of theſe Tranſportations, 
That they cor.ſider the Clamant Condition of the North, 
And that in Effet the competition, betwixt the Pariſhes 
called from and called to, be not reckoned; But between the 
pariſh ealled from and the neceſſitous condition of the North: 
And that they conſider the many diſappointments the North 
hath met with already, 
4- The Aſſembly furder declares, That theſe Twelve cMHt- 
 #:ſters, thus to be Tranſported, are robe taken our-of the 
Synod aftermentioned viz,frve of them out of the ſynod of Glaſ” 
gow and Azre; four of them out of the Synod of Louthian and 
Tweddale, two of them out-of the Synod of Mer/e and T e- 
w1i0tdale,and one of them out of the two Eaxftern Prezbytries of 
the Synod of Fyſfe viz. the Preſbytrics of Coupar and Sr. 
Andrews. BI 
5- 'That the Aſſembly Nominate Twenty Probationers 
to go immediatly to the North, and theſe Probationers 
bornin the North, co benamed in the firi{t place; And to 
help to Defray the Charges of their Journey thither, that 
they be allowed each ofthem' ane hundred Merks out of the 
Kings Gift, tor detraying the publict Expences ot the Church; 
Befide the allowance given by Act of Parliament to Preach- 
ers in Vacant Congreyations, and to theſe who goe to Or knay 
T wo hundred Mer ks: Andthar five of theſe be ſenr, to ſupply 
the Vacancies of the Synod of Aberdeen, four of them to 
ſupply the Vacancies of the Synod of Angus aud Mernes, 
four oft them, to ſupply the Vacancies of Maryay, two of 
them to ſupply Ro/5, Southerland and Caithneſs; and T wo to 
Or knay, and three of them to ſupply Perth, Anchterarder, 
ano Dunkeld Vacancies, and all of them to continue in the 
North tor a Twelvemoneth. And its hereby Refer'd to the 
Commiſlion, to be appointed by this Aſſembly, to conſider 
and determine, what Probationers are to poe to theſe Reſpect- 
. tive provinces abovementioned, together with the rime of their 
ſtay and abode in each Province,. Which Twenty Probati- 
oners, are hereby obliedged to accept- of Calls, whether 
Popular, or Prcsbyterial, when preſented ro themby the 
Presbytries of any of the ſaids Provinces, With certification 
if they reſuſe' the ſame, The Presbytries, within* whoſe 
Boundsthey are Called, ſhall havepowerto taketheir Li- 
cence fromthem, until the next Aſſembly. | 
6, This Aſſembly doth hercby continue the former ſup- 
plyes 
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plys of the North, by che Synods of theSoath, Granted 
by the fourteinth Ac ot the laſt Aſſembly, Defaulking only 
three Miniſters ofthe eighteen formerly allowed, five of 


which are to ſupply Aberdeen Province, four ro ſupply 


 Marray, -thtee to ſupply Angus, and_Hernes, oneto ſup 


ply. Roſs, Sutherland, and Caithneſs and two to ſupply 
Perth, wAnuchterarders and Dunkeld: Unto which ſupply 
the SynodPexpreſtin the foreſaid AG, arelyable inthe way 
and manner thereinexpreſt, And becauſe there arethree of 


the.number takendoun, the Synods ofDamtrers and Gallo: 
- way, withthe Presbytries of Stirling, and Dumblain, are 


Exempred from the ſaid ſupply. ; : 

7. It 15 Overtur'd, that a numerous Commiſſion, be ap- 
pointed By this Aſſembly, with power to them, to divide 
themſclyes, into as many Committees as they jhall ſee fit; 
and to fendthem toany Parts of this Church $ourh, or 
North; Which Commiſſion is tro mect Quarterly, and when 
or where they ſhall ſe cauſe, And that all the, members 
thereof, ſhall give puntual attendance, atthe'ſſaid Quarterly 
meetings, andan exact account ;.to be takenof the abſents 
therefrom. : | FR 4 

8. That itbe Recomended toſome to name and draw 
up a liſt of the members of the ſaid Commiſſion, and todraw. 
up Inſtructions to be given unto chem. 5 

That the ſaids Commitecs to be appointed by the General 
Commiſſion have power toviſite the bounds they are ſent 
unto, and.to receive Complaints from Presbytries, and re- 
dreſs Greivances of pzrrtcular Minifters-or Presbyrries,and ro 


inflict Cenſures, and todo every other thing, Competent to * 


Viſiiations; The Presbytric of the bounds, wherethe ſaid 
Commitcee ſhall come, being alwayes to be Reckoned mem- 
bers thereof, while within their Bounds. ATR ; 

The General Aſſembly approves otthe Overtures aboye- 
writen, h 


Wa 715; 


LAT anent the Printed Overtures . concernin the Dif: 
ciplme, \and Methad: of T7 roceeding in E ecleſcafich Fu- 
Cm offered: i# te laſt Aﬀſembly, by a private 

ana. '-: '»f} "3h | t, 


6s. 


Eadem Scflione. - | 


HE; General Aſſembly having heard and conſidered 
the Opinion, of the Commillion of the laſt Aſſembly 
dated 
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dared the 57, day of Ianuarij inflant, anent the Overtures 
concerning Church. Diſcipline, and the method of proceed- 
ing in Eccleſiaſtick Judicatories; As alſo having heard the 
Report of a Commirree of this Aſſemblies own Namber, ap- 
pointed to conſider the ſame, The General Aſſembly thinks 
fic ro appoint, and hereby appoints, Mr. Gilbert Rule Prin. 
cipal of the Colledge of Edinburgh, Mr. Willzam Dunlop 
Principal of the Colledge of Glaſgow, Mr.Robert Wylie Mi- 
niſter at Hami/toy, Mr George Meldrum, and Mr, William 
Crichton at Edinburgh, Mr. John Vetch, Mr, Andrew Ca- 
meron, and Mr. George Barcley Miniſters ; Sir Fames Stew: 
art His Majeſties Advocat, Adatz Cockburn of Ormiſtour 
Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Sir Co/im Campbel of Aberuchle 
One of the Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice Ruling El- 
dets, tobe a Committee for conſidering the ſaids Overtures, 
andthe Animadyerfions made thereupon, and compare them 
with the ord of God, Books of Diſcipline, and Ads of 
7he General A /mblies of this Church, and to conſider what 
Is wanting, of to be added thereto, or altered therein, and 
. to ſer our'a new Edition of the ſaid Overtures, that the ſe- 
yeral Presbytries may haye opportunity to animadyert there- 
on, and appoints them ro fend rheir Judgement thereanent 
co the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, who are to prepare the 
lame againſt the next 'General Aſſembly. 


— 


RX. 


C7pr obatior of the Aﬀings and Proceedings of the Com« 
- miſſion,” appornted by the late General Aſſembly, 


Eadem Sellione. 


HE General Aſſembly, having this day had repro- 

duced in their preſence, the Regiſter of che AQt- 

| ings and Proceedings bf the Commiſſioners appoin- 
ted by the laſt Aſſembly; and having heard a Report of a 
Committee of their own; Number, appointed to Reviſe, con- 
fider and examine the ſame, with their Obſerves: thereupon, 
all the Members of the ſaid Commiſſion were removed, and 
the Gencral Aſſembly having ſeriouſly confidered the ſaid Re- 
port, and Anſwers made by the. Membersof the Com- 
miſſion to the ſaids Obſerves, and finding thereby that the 


whole AQtings,Proceedings,and Concluſions of the ſaids Com. 
mee 7; 71 - miſſioners, 
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miſtioners. contained in the Regiſter thereof, ſubſcribed by 


Mr, John Moncrief Clerk thereto, conſiſting of One Hun- 


dred and fixty eight Pages; Doevidence much Wiſdom, Pru- 
derice and Diligence ; and that the ſaid Commiſſion have 
proceeded orderly and formally in every thing, according to 
their Commiſſion and Inſtructions, and thar the ſaid Regpi- 
ſec is very accurate: Therefore this General Aſſembly, by 
an unanimous vote, Did, and hereby Do, Ratify and Approve 
the ſaids whole Actings, P:occedings and Concluſions, of the 
ſaids Commiſlioners, contained in the ſaid Regiſter thereof, 
beginning the 13. day of 7anuary 1697. and ending the 
5. day of January inſtant, incluſive of both dayes. 


X L 


Recommendation anent Subſcribing of 
Synod Records. 


Edinburgh, 22, January 1698. 


Seſl. 13. - 


for hereafter, to take care, that their Regiſters be 
compleatly filled up, always before the fitting of 
the General Aſſembly ; And that the Proceedings of every 
Synod be ſigned both by the Moderator and Clerk thereof: 
And laſtly, appoints the Synod Bocks, thus filled up, and 


'F HE General Aſſembly Recommends to all Synods, 


ſubſcribed, to be timeouily produced to the General Aſſem- 


blies yearly, in order to their being reviſed. 


—— 
On. 


XII. 


Commiſſion, To ſome e Miniſters and Elders for Plantmg 
Vacant Churches in the North, and ſome other Partt- 
cular Afairs committed to them, by the General Aſſett« 
bly. 

Edinburgh, 2.4. January 1698. ante merid- 


Seſl. 14: : 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, con: 
| ſidering, that there are yer many Vacant Churches 
b E on 
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on the Narth fide of Tay; As Likeways, That there are ſe- 
veral weighty Affairs, which this Aſſembly cannot now over« 
take: Therefore the General Aſſembly Finds it needtul, Thar 
there be a Commiſſion granted o ſome Miniſters ang Eiders, 
for planting theſe Vacani Kicks, and doing what other Adairs 
ſhall be referred\to them; And for that End, Do hereby 
Nominate and Appoint Mr. Axdrew Cameron Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Kirkcudbright, Mr. Andrew Ewart at Kells, 
Mr. Robert Rowan at Penningham, Mr. Robert Campbel 
at Stonickirk, Mr. Fo/*e Hanter at Air, Mr. James Gilchriſt 
at Kirkmichad, Mc. 7obn H#s//or at Largs, Mr. T bornas Ken. 
nedy at Ballantras, Mr. _/Andrew Fauls at Fenwick, Mr. 
Robert Wylie at Hamilton, Mr. George Clelland at Shorts, 
Mr. Thomas Linning at Leſmehego, Mr. Fobn Scot at Car- 
like, Mr. John Banantyne at Lanerk, Mr. James Brown at 
Glaſgow, Mr. William Dunlop Principal of the Colledge 
of Glaſgow, Mr. Andrew T att at Carmunock, Mr. Patrick 
Sim/on at Renfrew, Mr, Thomas Blackwell at Paiſley, Mc. 
Robert Wallace at Berrernock, Mr. George Parka! Kilerne, 
Mr, Walter Campbel at Denoon, Me. Daniel Campel at 
Kilmichael, Mr. Samuel Nairn at Errol, Mr. Thomas Black 
at Perth, Mr. Helliam Moncrieff at Merhven, Mr. John 
Tillidaff at Dumbarnie, Mr. V/:lliem Spence at Foſſoway, 
Mr. Hill;iam Reid at Dunning, Mr. William Chambers at 
Moonzie, Mr. Michael Potter at Dumblain, Mr. 4lexander 
Douzla/s at Logic, Mr. George Turnbul at Alloway, Mr. 
John Forreſter at Stirling, Mr. William Dick at Forgan, 
Mr, « Alexander Shiels at St. Andrews, Mr. William Mons 
crieff' ar Largo, Mr. John Ander/on Principal of rhe Leo- 
nardine Colledpe, Mr, James Haddo at Couper, Mr. Arch. 
bald Riddel at Kirkaldie, Mr. William e Mackie ar Markinſh 
Mr. Samuel Charters at Innerkeithing, Mr. Allan Logan at 
Torryburn, Mr. John Spaldmmy a« Dundee, Mr. W/:[:arm 
e Mitchel there, Mr. William Arrot at Montroſs, Mr. James 
Ocburg at Aberdeen, Mr. T homas Ramſay there, Mr. George 
Anderſon at Tarves, Mr, Fatrick Innes at Bamfift, Mr, 
Thomas Thomſon at Turreft, Mr. Alexander Forbes at Dyke, 

Mr. James Thom/on at Elgin, Mr. Hugh Anderſon at Crom- 

arty, Mr. William Innes at Thurſo, Mr John Ferre} ac 

Preſtonkirk, Mr. David Clanie at Cockburnſpath, Mr. Jobr: 

Sand:tands at Dolphingion, Mr. Robert Horsburgh at Glen- 

whom, Mr. James Anderſon at :Lintown, Mr. Andrew Mit. 

chel at Mannour, Mr, Patrick Cummeng at Ormilton, Mr: 

David Walker at Temple, Mr, Matthew Selkirk at Crich. 


ton, Mr. Jebr Shaw at Newton, Mr. John Brand at Bord 
rowſtonneſs, 
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rowſtonneſs, Mer. John Kineird ac Ealt-calder, Mr. George- 
Barciey at Uphall, Mr. William: Barnet at Falkitk, Mr. 
Gilbert Rule Principal of the Colledge of Edinburgh, Me. 
George Mefdrum at Edinburgh, Mr, /r{{:am Crichton there, 
Mr. James Krrkton there, Mr. Joby Law there, Mr. George 
Hamilton there , Mr- John Moncrieff' there. Mrs. 'Dawd 
Blarr there, Mr. James 1/ebſter there, Mr. David Willzam- 
fon ut the WeFf7 kirk; Mr. T homas Wilkie at Canangate, Mr. 
George Andrews at Prefionpans, Mr. Manzo Hat /on at Glad(- 
moor, Mr. Alexander Coden at Dunce, Mr, James Ram. 
Jay at Eymomth , Mr. Job S:fon at Morbattle, Mr, Joby 
Vetch at Weſtrurher, Mr. Joha Hardie at Gordon, Aﬀr.Ga- 
briel Semple at Jedburgh, Mr. George Guthree at Oxnam, 
Mr. James Noble at Ecfoord, Mr. Hugh Craig at Gallaſhisls, 
Mr. Charies G;rdon at Allhkick, Mr. William Perch at Dume 
freis, Mr. Jobs Pa:fly at Morton, Mr.T homas Schiels ax San- 
quhar. Mr. George Muligin ar Motfat, Mr. James Arm- 
ffrang at Cannabee, Miniſters, George Earl of Aeiuil/ Pre> 
fidenc of the Council, W//-ax Earl of Crauturd, George Earl 
of Southerland, W://zam Lord Roſs, Roberr Lord Burleigh, 
Fobn Lord Beilhaven, 1ohy Lord Carmichael. Ser Jewes 
Sreware His Majeſties Advocat, Adam Corkburn of Ormi- 
ſton Lord Juſtice Clerk, Sir Avexander Swinron of Merſing- 
ton, Sir Coi:y Campbet of Aberychel, Sir David Hume of 
Croſcig, Sir Jo Hamilton of Halcraig Four of the Senators 
ot the Colledge of Jaſtice, Mr. Francis e Montgomery of 
Giffen, Mr. Hugh Dalrymple of Northberwick, Lieuten: 
nent Collonel Joby Er5k:ne of Caridden Governour of the 
Caſtle of Stirling, Sir George Campbel of Ceſnock, The 
Laird of Grant, The Laird of Lamingion, The Laird of 
 Broaze, Sir Adam Gordon of Dalpholly, Sir Colin Campbel 
of ArkinJlays, The Laird of Colloden, Sir John Clert of Pen- 
nycook, Sir Thomas Burnet His Majeſties Phyſician, Sir 
William Denholm of Weſtſhiels, Sir Archibald Mure of 
Thorntoun Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, The Laird of Meg- 
gius, The Laird of Tarwoodhe, The Laird of Fulertov, The 
Laird of Humbie, The Laird of E:cht, Mr- Matthew Mon- 
crieff of Coltorgie, Mc. James Craigte of Dumbarnie, Cap- 
tain James Coult, Hugh Blair late Dean of Gild of Ed. 
bureh, Jobs Anderſon of Dowhill, and John 4lardes Bail- 
lie in Aberdeen, Ruling Elders: To be Commilſiogers of 
the General Aſſembly, to the Effect aftermentioned, With 
tull Power and Commiſſion to the faids Perſons, or their 
9uerum, Which is hereby Declared to be any Fifteen ol the 
aids Commiſſioners, Whereof Nine are always to be Mi- 
niſters, to meet and conveen within the Aſſembly Houſe ar 
Edmburgh 
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Edinburgh, the firſt day after the Diſſolution of this Aſſem- 
bly, at ten ot the clock in the forenoon; and afrerward to 
meer the firſt //eane/days of March, June, September, and 
December, and oftner, where, or when they thall ſee need- 
ful, during the continuance of this Commiſſion; And the 
General Aſſembly requires all the Members. of this Come 
miſſion, to attend puncually the Meetings thereof, With 
Power to the ſaid Commiſſion, to chuſe their own Moderator, 
and Clerk: And Siclike, The General Aſſembly tully Em- 
powers and authorizes the ſaids Commiſſioners, or their Quo- 
rum, to conſider, cognoſce, and finally Determine as chey 
ſhall ſee cauſe, in every thing, contained in, and conform 
rothe Inſtruftions given unto them by this Aſſembly, as fully 
and treely, as if the ſamen were in theſe preſents ar full 
length inſert, and ſer down: As alfo, to Confider, Cognoſce 
and finally Determine, in all References, Appeals and other 
Matters particularly Remitted to them, by any Act or Order 
of this Aſſembly; all which are holden as herein expreft : And 
the General Aſſembly do hereby Prohibite and Diſcharge the 
ſaids Commiſſioners to meddle in any other matter, than 
what i3 contained hercin, Declaring alſo, That in and- for 
their Actings, they ſhall be comprable to, and cenſurable by 
the next enſucing General Aſſembly of this Church. And 
laftly, Declares, That this Commillion ſhall endure unul 
the mecting of the next General Aſſembly. 


X-II I. 


Inflruftions to the Commiſſion appointed by this Aſſembly. 
for Planting of the Vacant Churches im the North, Ge. 


Eadem SJcſlione. 


'T: Hat this Commiſſion do what in them lyes, to 

render Eftectual the Ovectures paſt in this Aſſem- 
bly, tor more ſpeedy Planting ot the North, and Exerce all 
the Power that is committed to them for that end. 

2. Thatthis Commiſſion, as often 3s they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
apply to the Goyernment, cr any Magiſtrate, for their Coun- 
renancing of, and Concurrance with tbe Judicatories of the 
Church, in what the Law allows; Particularly for ſertleing 
Vacant Congregations, and Redrelling ary Grieyances which 
may fall our, 

3. Tha: 


70 
Te 
% uy 

5 
: 
by 
He 
72] 

EE 
b 


TW 
OE EIS, => 
Y 


$. 
BY 

£ 
p » 


General Afembly, 1698- {21 - 


3, That when atly of the Miniſters, who ſerved under 
the late Prelacy, whole Lives and Doftines. may..render 
them uſeful co this Church, Do apply for reception unto the 
Government, the General Aſſembly, in profecution of the 
Aſſurances given to. his © Hazeffy, in their Letter Writen to 


him, Do Empower and recommend to this Commiſſion, and 


the other Judicatories of this Church, That they be ready 
ro receive them, according to the 13- Paragraph of the 16 
Ad of the laſt General Aſſembly: ; 

4. That this Commiſſion, in diſpoſal of His Mazeſties 
Gitrs to this Church, do particularly rake care, That the 
Encouragement granted by this Aſſembly to the Probationers 
who are to goto the North to Preach, be rendered effetual; 
And that they cauſe defray the extraordinary Charges, thar 
ſeveral Minifters of the Nor7h have been ar, in carrying on the 
planting of the North, and other Publick Afﬀeairs of the 
Church there; And for the defraying the Charges of ſuch 
Miniſters, or Probationers, as ſhall yer be ſent to Or4zey, or 
other remore Places of the North. | | 

5. That if the Commiſſion ſhall ſee' Cauſe to appoint 
Committees, upon occaſion, for Viſitation of particular 
Kirks and Presbytries, or Tryal of Pcrfons, then the - ſaid 
Commirrees, asto Tryals, may proceed u/que ad Sententiam 
bur no farder ; Burt that in that cafe, they report their Proce- 
dure to the Commiſlion, who are to paſs Sentence, as they 
ſhall ſee cauſe. : 

6. This Commiſſion mazy likeways, on the defite of any 
Presbytric, or Synod, ſend Committees, for aſſiſting them 
in Viſitation of Kirks within their Bounds, which Commit- 
trees may be aſliſting to the ſaids Presbytries or Synods, either 
in Procefſes and Cenfures, if need be; or in Redreſſing the 
Grievances of particujar Miniſters or Pariſhes within their 
Bounds | 

The Commiſſion are to Cognoſce; and finally Deter: 
mine in all References made to them by this Aſſzmbly, and 
in all Appeals for Tranſporting Miniſters to the N#rth,which 
ſhall be orderly brought unto chem, according to the Over- 


- tures thereanenr, paſk in this Aſſembly. 


8. This Commiſſion is alſo to correſpond with the State 
anent Faſts, and Thankſgivings, as occaſion requires, and 
to ſpecify the Cauſes thereot. 

9, The Commiſſion is to give Advice and Aſſiſtance ro 
any Synod or Presbyrrie in ditficalr caſes, as they ſhall be 
applyed unto, by them for that Effect. 

F | XIV. 
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XIV 


Aft appointing ſome Miniſters to go for the ſupply of the 
Notth, #nii the next Aſſembly. ' 


Eadem Seſſione. 


f bn E General Aſſembly of this National Church,taking 
| unto their conſideration that there are yet many 
Vacancies in the North, and that the Miniſters which are 
ſettled there, are not in a condition to ſupply the ſame, ina 
ſutable manner, Therefore they have ordained and hereby 
ordaines, that the Synods be South Tay atternamed, ſhall 
ſendtothe Bounds of the Synods of Argas and Mernes, A- 
berdeen, Murray, Rs/5, Soutberland, and Caithne/3, and the 
Presbytriesot Perth, Auchterarder and Dunkeld within the 
Synod of Perth The number of Fifteen : Miniſters every 
four Moneths. according to the proportions aftermentioned 
viz. That 7wo be ſent ro ſupply the Vacancies of Perth 
Auchterarder and Dunkeld, three to ſupply the Vacancies of 
the Synod of Angus and Mearns, five to ſupply the Vacan- 
cies of the Synod of Aberdeen, four toſupply the Vacancies 
of the Synod of £Hurray, and one to ſupply thejVacancies 
of the Synods of Ros, Southerland and Caithne/i: And 
the Aſlembly declares thai theſe above ſupply's ot fifteen 
Miniſters be ſent every four Moneths by the Synods after- 
mentioned, according to the following Proportions, viz. 
Thar from the Synod of Mer/e and Tewetdale, there be ſent 
three, each tour Moneths, and that to the Synod of Angus 
and Mearns; The Synod of Lothian, ſhall ſend foxr, twook 
them to Aberdeen, andiwoot them to Marray, as the faid 
Synod of Lothian ſhall determine, That the Synod of Gla/- 
gow and Azr ſhall ſend five, viz. oneto Perth, Auchterarder 
and Dunkeld, three to Aberdeen, and eneto Murray; That the 
Synod of Fyfe ſhall ſend 7hree, oneto Perth,one to Marray, 
aud one toCanhnefs, Refs and Southerland, as the ſaid Synod 
of Fyfe ſhall determine. And further, becauſe itis neceſſary 
that the ſaidsſupplys, who ſhal go for the firſt tour Moneths, 
ſhall be there ſo. ner thenthe next ordinarly mecting of Synods 
therefore the Aſſembly appoints the Presbyrtrics afternamed 
to icnd a Miniſter to the bounds of the Synods afrermentioned 
to ſupply the V acancics there,and that ſuch as ſhall be by them 
appointed be there, againſt the firſt Sabbath of March next 
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the Presbytries bf Chirn/ide, Jedburgh and Selkrig, within 
the Synod of Mer/e and Ttuiotdaletslend each of them one 
ro ſupply the Vacancies in the Bounds of the Fynod of Argus 
and Mearns, That theſe five nominate already by the Synod 
of G/e/zew togo in March, do go td their ReſpeCtive Poſts 
and that theſe appointed by the Synod of Lothian and 
Tweeddal to poi March do.go to their Reſpettive 
Poſts appointed them, and laſtly fromthe Synod of Fyfe 
the ' Presbytrie of Coupar to fend one to-RoJs, Southerland, 
and Caithneſs, the Prasbyrrie of Dumfermling, and Kirc- 
aldy to ſend one to Murray, the-Presbytric of Sf, Andrews 
to Pertb, eAnuchterarder, and Dunkeldc But in caſe that 
any of tbe ſaids Synods, have alteady appointed their ſup- 
ply's according tothe Act of the: laſt Aſſembly, anditin obe- 
dience thereunto any, Presbytrie have already nominat rhe 
Perſons who are to, go, then and inthat caſe, rhe Aſſembly 
doth hereby Homvlopate and Ratifie the ,ſaids appointments 
and Nominations, and hereby ordains all ſuch, as cither are 
already appointed or ſhall be hereafter appcinted By Synods 
or Presbytries for this or the Succeeding tour Moneths ſup- 
ply, that they repair to the Reſpetive Bounds as above: 
ſer down againſt their Reſpective times allotted unto them, 
and be directed by the Presbyttje and Miniſters of the Re- 
ſpe&ive Synods, they repair to, asto what particular Con- 
gregations, they ſhall apply themſelves unto, and thar for 
the ſpace of four Moneths abovementioned viz. from March 
to Fuly next; And the Aſſembly ,doth farder ordain, the 
abovewriten Synods inthe $9y7h ro ſend tothe places and in 
the manner abovementioned a new ſupply of as many Maini- 
ſters more, to continus from the firſt of July next, till the 

firſt of November tollowing, andſo forthay and while the 
ſuting of the next General Aſſembly; and the Reſpective Preſ- 
bytries are to tzke care, that their Kicks be ſupplyed, ac- 
cording to the fourteenth At of the laſt General Aſſembly, 
And laſtly the Aſſembly ordains theſe Miniſters, fenzin ſup- 
ply to the Norrh, to Catechiſe and doall appointed By the 
tormer Acts of Aſſembly under the Certifications contained 
in the ſaids Acts, and that they get and preduce to their own 
Presbytrie, a Teſtimonial from the Presbyrrie, within the 
Bounds where they did ſupply, of their having fulfilled their 
appointment, and of cheir Cariage and behaviour, during 
their abode in theſe Bounds, and the Aſſembly alſo declares, 
that theſe, named By the Synods or Presbytries in this ſups 
piy who may be upon the Commiſſton, this ſhall be no 
excuſe tur them, taclude the ſaid appointments, | _ 
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XV. 
Overtures againſt Prophaneſs 


— Edinburgh the 24. of January 1698. pol? meridiem 


| Seſſio 15. & ultima. 
| HE General Aſſembly, conſidering the Lamentable 
Grouth of Prophanity, Ignorance and Irreligion, that 
is too manifeſt in this Land, and the woeſul Decay of the 
Life and F ower of Godlineſs, with the ſmall ſucceſs of the 
Goſpel, that's to be obſerved eyery where, at this time, 
the General Aſſembly, in a deep ſenſe of theſe things, And 
for the Remeeding of them, do in the Fiſt place, In the aw, 
and dread of God, Beſeech, Exhort and Require, all Mini. 
ſters, by the Coming of our Lord Je/#s Chy:/?,and our pather- 
ing together unto him, Thatthey take heed to themſelyes, 
aud to their DoGtrine, and endeavour to be Enſamples to 
the P eople, inall Picty, Purity, and Holineſs, in all manner of 
Converſation. 

2. That they be Frequent and Fervent in Secret prayer, 
for themſelves, and the People committed to them, Joining 
ſometime Faſting with prayer, and the General Aſſembly 
Recommends to Miniſters and Eldersin theirfeveral Par- 
iſhes, and Miniſters in their ſeyeral Presbytries, ro meet 
ſometimes together. in their Pariſhes, and Presbytries Ref: 
peRtive, for private Faſting and Prayer and Conference 
anent the ſtate of the Church, and that part of it, in which 
they have ſpecial intereſt; with Reſpett tothe grouth or decay 
of Godlineſs and ſucceſs of the Goſpel therein, 

3. Thar Presbytries be more accurate in manadginp their 
privy Cenſures, and that a day be ſer apart to that purpoſe 
only, and ſpent in Faſting and Prayer together. 

4* ThatPresbytries be very Cautious, in admitting In- 
trants tothe Miniſtry, and be accurate andexact in the Ity- 
al, nor only of their. Literature, but of their Piety, Prudence, 
and former Godly Converſation, and Walk, 

That Miniſters be painful in Catechiſing, frequent 
in Viſiting of Families, andin privat Perſonal Conference 
with theſe of their Charge, abour the State of their Sovis, 
and thar Miniſters be more frequent in adminiſtration of t he 
Lords Supper, and always Editying in their Converſe, and 
Diſcourſe, and that they deal wita Heads of Families to nah 
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> @Piety, and a careto Reform their Families, and to fer up? 


and ro keep up the Worſhip of God therein; Andin particular» 
that Miniſters endeavour by all Prudent and gaining Gol- 
pel-methods, to engage Perſons of Honour and Power, to 
fall in love with Holineſs, and reckon it, as indeed itis, their 
greateſt Honour; And that indealing with ſuch of them, as 
are v:tious, an Humble and yet Holy Boldneſs and Zeal, 
be uſed in admoniſhing them, in order to their Recovery: And 
that herein Presbytries appoint ſome others of their numver, 
ro Concur with the Miniſter of the Place, as may be moſt 
for Ecification. 

6. The General Aſſembly Recommends, to Kick Sef- 
fions and Presbytries, the Vigorous, Impartial, and yer Pru- 
dcnc Exerciſe of Church: Diſcipline, againſt all Immorality, 
Eſpecially Drunkeneſs, and Filchyneſs, Curfing and 
Swearing, and Prophaning the Lords day, which too much 
abound: And thar they apply to the Magiſtrat, for the Ex- 
ecution of the Good Laws, made againſt Immoralicy and Pro. 


7. For the more Uſ:ful, Edifying and Efleual Exerciſe 
of Church Diſcipline, The General Aſſembly Recommends 
to the Commiſfion appointed by them, to conſider the Prin. 
red Overtures of Church-Diſcipline, anent Cenſureing of 
Scandals, with the obſervations of Presbytries thereupon, 
and the Overtures given in at this Aſſembly anent publi& 
Rebukes, and the Sentence of leſſer Excommunication, the 
way of dealing both wich the Obſtinate and Penitent, and 
anent the Scandalous Negleqt of Parents in vertunos Edu - 
cation of their Children, and the Debauchery of Youth at 
Schools: And to digeſt and prepars Overtures thereanent, 
to be ptinted and lranſmitted to Presbytries, together with 
ths Acts of this General Aſſembly. And its Recommended to 
the ſveral Presbytries, to lendin their Judgement and opini- 
on thercanent to the. Commiſſion, that theſe Overturss 
may be ripeneJ and prepared far the next General Aſſembly, 
if they think fic topaſs them into Act, | 

8. Tharſcing ir isoblerved , that in Burghs, eſpecially 
theſe of greateſt Reſort, as Edinburgh, many fic too late in 
Tavernes, eſpecially on the Saturdayes night, and men of 
Buſineſs, pretend they doit, for Relaxation of their minds; 
through which ſome negle&t the publict Worſhip on the 
Lords day, . inthe forenoon; Others attend the Worſhip drou- 
fiely: Theretore rhe General Aſſembly Recommends:to all 
Miniſters, . where ſuch ſinful cuſtoms are, to repreſent to the 
People, both publicly and privatly the Sin and Evil thereof, 


and to call them to redeem that time which they have free 
G from 
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from Buſieneſs; and co employ it for Converſe with GoJ, 
about their Souls ſtate, and in preparation for the Sabbath, 
which will yeild more delight, chen all Senſual pleaſures 
can do. 

And the General Aſſembly Beſcecheth, and Exhorteth all 
Magiſtrats of Burghs, tobe aſſiſtant to Miniſters in enquiring 
unto, and Reforming ſuch abuſes. 

T he General Aſſembly approves of theſe Overtures, and 
fertouſly Recomends them to the [ſeveral Presbytries. 


XV I. 
Overtures againſt Popery. 
Eadem Scſlione, 


# # Hows Miniſters ſtudy theſe Controverſies more. 

2. That 2ll due Endeayours be uſed, to unite 
Protettanrs among themſelves, ſeing the Adyerſarics get ad+ 
vantage by our Diviſion. 

3, That Miniſters endeavour faithfully to watch the Flock 
commitred to them, and by publick Preaching, and private 
Inſtrution and Conference, to prevent Apoſtacy, that 
way. | 

4 That Miniſters deal wiſely,and convincingly with the 
Conſciences of theſe that have tallen to Popery, and other 
corrupt Principles, for their Recovery. 


That, when other Means are ineffeQual, Presbytries 


weuld proceed to Church-Cenſures, when they ſes it may be 
for the Edification of the Church. 

6. That, according to the Acts of former General Aſſem- 
blies, and Acts of Parliament, The Names of P opiſh Prieſts, 
and Jcſuits, and Traffiqueing Papiſts, and of theſe who have 


ſen their Children to: Popiſh Colledges and Countries, be pie 


verr in to each Provincial Synod, and by them tranſmitted, 
as Act, Car. 2- Par, 3. Cap.s6, | 

7. That the General Ailembly apply to the Privy Coun- 
cil, for the vigorous Execution of the Laws againſt Papiſts, 
particularly Seminary Prieſts, Popiſh School-maſters, Mi- 
ſire ſles, Governours, and Pedagogues, and Popih Meets 
ings; And tor ſeing to the Training up of Popiſh Youth in 
the Proreitant Religion ; In all which, ſome Inferior Megi- 
ſtrates 3aic juſtly complained of, as very defective, And that 
the 
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| the faid Addreſs be preſented by ſuch, as the General Aſia. 
bly ſhall appoint, 


The General Aſſembly approves of theſe Overtures, 
And ſerinſly Recommends them to the ſevere! Preſ- 
bytries, | 


* 4 3: 
. Overtures for Planting the Highlands, | x 
Eadem Scſiione. 


x. Hat Miniſters and Probationers, who have the 
Iriſh Language, be ſent to the Highland Pa- 
riſhes, and that none of them be fettled in the Low-Coun- 
trey, till che Highland Places be firſt provided. 
2. That Miniſters: and Ruling Elders, who haye the 
Triſh Language. be appointed to viſite theſe Parts- 

. That where in any Highland Congregation, many 
underſtand Engl, and there uſed once a Day to be a Ser- 
mon in Engliſh, Presbytries be carcful ro ſupply them 
fometimes by preaching in Z7g/;/h; And that they Cate- 
chiſe them who underſtand nor, by an Interpreter , when 
they cannot get one to preach to them in 1r:/þ: And that 
theſe, whether Miniſters or Probationers, who have ſome. 
what of the [7i/þ Language, but not a facility to preach in 
ir, be ſent to theſe Places, for the Ends forefaid; that by 
Converſe they may Learn more of the Language, and abi. 
lity ro Inſtruct therein, | 

That Engl:/þ School.maſters be erected, in all Righ- 
land Pariſhes, according to former As of Parliament and 
General Aſſemblies; And for this End, the General Aſſem- 
bly Recommends to their Commiſlion, to addreſs the King 
and Parliament, to take ſuch Courſe, for this, and other 
Pious Ules, in the more Northern Highland Places, as is 
granted to thoſe of £,Argyle, and that as they ſhall think fir. 

5. That it be recommended to Presbytries and Univei = 
ſities, to have a Special Regard in the Diſpoſal of their Bui - 
ſaries, for Educating ſuch, asit is hoped, may be uſeful ro 
preach the Goſpel in the Highlands; And that the Commiſ. 
ſion Addreſs the Lords of the Thefaury, and recommend the 
1h lame 
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ſame to the Town-Council of Edmburgh, and other Pa- 
trons for this End. 

T he General Aſſembly Approves of theſe Overtures 
- oo » And recommend and appomts conform 
Zhereto. 


7 XVIIL 


I bo. 


Overtures anent T roclamation of Banns. 
Eadem Seſlione. 


HE General' Aſſembly, being informed that ſeve- 
ral Abuſes have crept in, in the way and manner 
_ of proclaiming the Banns of Perſons to be marri- 
ed, Do for preventing of the ſame, Overture and Decla:*, 
That before any Proclamations be mace, the Names and De- 
fignations of the Perſons ro be married, and their Parents, 
Tutors or Curators, if they any have, be given up to the 
Miniſter of the Bounds, in which any of them live and re. 
fide, that thereby it may be kaown,it their Parents and Friends 
give conſent thereto; And that the Min:ſter, being ſatisfied 
herein, order the Proclamation to be made three feveral Sab. 
baths; which, when made. ſhall be immediately betore Di- 
vine Worſhip begin, in the Forenoon, and the Perſons to be 
Proclaimed, their Names and full Deſignations , ſuch as 
they are deſigned by, in Writes or Gomracts of Marriage, be 
fully and audibly expreſt; And that where there are more 
Churches Collegiate, in the Place or Town, che Proclama. . 
tions be made, 1n all and every one of the Churches wichin 
the Ciry or Town, whete they, or any of the Perſons io be 
married reſide; And this to be atteſted to the Miaiſter thar 
marries them; With Certification of the Cenſures of the 
Church againſt the Tranſgreſſours: herein. 


; OSU Ns £4 thay ns 


X I X. 
e407 appointing ſome Probationers to go North, 


Eadem Seſlione. 
x þ HE faid Day, the General Aſſembly taking oe i 


ſideration their former AR, anent ſending Probatio- 
ners 


2: aol 
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ners to the North, do Nominat and Appoint theſe Probatrio. 
ners-afternamed;-to-potothe Provinces and Presbytries after-- 
meiitioned;, 975. Mr. William Chryſfie, Mr. Adant Scot; att 
Mr- John Drummond to the Rresbytries of Perth, Auch- 
terardir, and Dunkeld; Mr *Fames Murziſon, Mr. Ar- 
thur Shepherd, Mr. George Weems, and Mr» Thomas Ber- 
ri, fo &e Provingg of Aſgus and Mfgtxcs; Mr. Thomas 
Mitcheli\ Mr. Daya Anagr ſor. and Mr. John Warden, to 
the Province off h2r4een;” Mr. Andrew Ker, Mr: James 


[woe 5 and EK © TY, to we Province,ot Murs. 
rays. ods MCC the Þrofinces of Ry/5,| Souther». 
land ang.Cartbneſs. apa becaofy le Patrick Melwll and 


Mr. Ax Emile Were nominate for Aberren} Mr. 
Thomas Frazer tor Roſs: Southertand and Cazthneſs; and 
Mr. James Short for Or&+ay, and that there were ſome Qbje- 
ions made by them againſt ir, Thereforethe General Af. 
ſ{-mbly Refers to their Commiſſion, to conſider the ſaids Ob- 
j<ttions ,; and if they. ſhall ſee Cauſe, to exeem them, and 
ro name ſome other Probationers in their rooms, to go to 
the Provinces aboveſnecitied, contorm to the former Acts of 
this Aſſembly. | | 


Sce the Commiſſions AR hereanent , after the Index of the unprinted Afts, 


X XR. 


HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church, 
; is to be held at Edinburgh, upon the Twenty day 
of January, One Thouſand Six Hundreth and Nine- 
ty Nine Years. | 
The Aſſembly being cloſed, the Members were diſmiſſed 
with Prayer, ſinging of the 133 Pſalm, and pronouncmg 
of the Bleſſing. | 


Collefted, and Extradted, From the Records 
of the General Aſſembly, By Me, 


J]. Bannatyne, Cls. Syn. National. 
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Committee ſor conſidering the danger by Popery, and other 
Errours. 161d. 
AQ refufing to tranſport Mr. Jobs P az/ely to Faveratn, and 
coftinuing him Miniſter at Lochennoch. Ibid: 


Ac refuſing to tranſport Mr, Alexander Dalgleiſh to Dum- 
fermling, and continuing him Minifter : at Avercorn, 
| 7 . Yeſſ. 8. 
Recemmendation to Presbytries, ro endeavour to.get Ma- 
giſtrates choſen, to execute the Laws apainſt Prophaneſs, 
according to the AR of Parliament, and that in vacant 
Pariſhes, as well as theſe thar are Planted. 16. 
Recommendation to the Brethren of Ro/s ana Souther land, 
to aſſiſt rhe Presbytrie of Cathne/s, when requuied. 1b. 
Advice to the Presbytrie of Cathne/s, concerning a groſs 
Scandal in their Bounds. | ? 
AG Tranſporting Mr. John Ferguſon Miniſter, from Robertor 
to eAberbrothick, and retuſing him ro Montroſe... Se/S. 9g. 
Addreſs to the Lords of His Majeſties Treaſuric and Exchee? 
quer, anent the Eſcheats of Adulterers. Se. 10. 
AQ Tranſporting Mr. T homas Black Miniſter, from S7r. 
miglo and Weems (that claimed intereſt in him) roZPerrh. 


Rete- 


> 
Reference to the Commiſſion, concerning E1gzas Call to Mr. 

Foha Curry now Miniſter at Oldhamſtocks. Sef. xt. 
At Tranſporting Mr. Charles Gordas Miniſter, from 4ſþ-. 


tirk to be Profeſlour of Theologie in the Kings Colledge of 


Aberdeen: =, 5 - hes 
Mr, Thomas Black appointed to exerciſe his Miniſtry at 
Heems, until be be admitted Miniſter at Per7h. Sefſ. 12.. 


Recommendation toche Commillion, to be afliſting in plan. 


ting of Awth 16. 
Acts approving thelaſt Commiſſions Erefting Presbytries in. 
Canbne/s and Orknay, with a Reference tothe Commil. 
ſion of this Aſſembly thereanenr. | | 1,- 
Recommendation and Warning to Presbytries, againſt need-' 
leſs Delayes, in Proceſles of Tranſportation of Miniſters. 


1b. 
Refercnce to the Commillion anent the Proclamation of 
Council, againſt Prophanneſs, Wc, | Is. 


Reterence to the Commiſſion concerning Mr. Joby Hepburn. 
Reference to the Commiſſion concerning Mr. George Mair, 
Probationer. Is. 
Reterence to the Commiſlion anent Mr. James Forman. 16. 
AQ anent Manuſcripts, and Recommending to ſome Brethren 
who have reviſed them, to give what Advice they ſhali think 
fic, anent Printing of ſome Manuſcripts of Mr. Samuel 
Rutherford, Mt. John Baird, and Mr. Matthew Crau- 
furd. | | 1b. 
Reterence to the Commiſſion,anent the Minuts of the Gene. 
ral Meerings and Aſſembly 1690. whereunto Mr, Jeb 
Spalding was Clerk. | | 16, 
Reterence to the Commiſſion, concerning his Majeftics Gifts, 
for defraying the Publick Charpes of this Church. 15. 
Letier from the Presbytrie of Orknay, excufing their not 
ſending Commillioners to this Aſſembly, which was ſuſtain. 
ed. 16. 
Recommendation to Presbytries and Pariſhes,that haye not yer 
ſenc in their ColleQions, tor helping to build a Church in 
. Konimgsberg, tor thoſe of the Refggmed Religion there, to 
ſend in the ſame to Edinburgh, to John Blair Agent for 
the Kick, as ſoon as may be, and a Recommendation to 
the Commiſſion to ſee this done. I5. 
Reterence to the Commillion, in fayours of $9uth- Leith. 


Jeſs. 13. 

AQ in favours of Coupar in Angus. | 16. 
Acts approving the Provincial Synod- Books of Argile,Gl/a/- 
I gow 
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Zow and Air, Lothian and Tweeddale,” Merſe and Ter 
uviotdate. : | 16. 
Acts appointing the Kepiſters of the Provincial Synods of 
Perth and F:iffe, to be tranſcribed, and theſe, with the Sy. 
nod Book of Ga/Jowsy to be brought to the next General 
Aſſembly. | 16. 
Reference tothe Commiſſion, anent the Synod Book of Drum- 
frees, and ſome Proccſles thereinmentioned, and Rema:ks 


thereupon, h [b. 
A& annexing the Brethren of the Synod of Angus and Mearns 
_ tothe Synod of Aberdeen for a time. ' 1b. 
—— of Mr. ilhram Ruſſel's Petition to the Commil- 
101 | 15, 
Reference to the Commiſſion, anent ſending Probationers to 
Weyms, Dumfermling, and Airth. Seſſ. 15. 
Reference to the Commiſffion anent Schiſm. 16. 


Reference to the Commiſſion, anent writing to Profeſſours of 
Divinity in U/trecht, and other Univetſities, in-the Uni- 

' ted Provinces ©c. As alſo, to invite home ſuch Minitters 
that ate abroad, as this Church hath a Claim to. 16, 
Reference to the Commiſion, to write to Mr. 7 homas Hog, 
to obey the Sentence of the Pregbytrie of Edinburgh, 
Tranſporting him from Camphire ro Clackmanan. 1b. 
Refererice ro the Commiſſion, anent the Emotumentary 
Writes of Miniſters and Churches. 16. 
Recommendation,anent a Cenreſima of Miniſters Stipends, 
' for the reliet of Miniſters Relits, and Children in di- 
firels. 1h. 
Reference to the Commiſſion for preparing an Overture, a- 
flent the reviſing of the Records of Chutch Judicatoties. 

| I6. 

Reference to the Commiſſion anent Erroneous Books, 16 
Referetice to the Commiſſion, anent an Overture for preven- 
ting unneceflaty Proceffes of Tranfporrations, - and length 

' of Papers.and Diſcourſes thereanent. 16. 
Referetice the Commiſſion, to cenſure Abſents from che 
A flem bl — ; Ib. 
RefetenteTto che ComwMiſſion, anent the Deſire of the 7. 
frican and Ind:an Company , tor Miniſters. 16. 
Reconimendation to Presbytrics, to fend in to the Agent tor 
the Kirk, a Collection thar was made for the Kelief of 
ſome Cheiftians,rhat wete raken Captive by the Tutks, and 
detained Priſoners-in Barbaria, with a Keſerence to the 


Commiſlion thereanent- 16. 
Reference to the Commiſſion , anent Mr. T homas Frazer's 
Petition, Is. 


Re- 
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Reference to the Commiſſion, concerning the Tranſportatie 
on of Mr. Willtam Inz4is Miniſter, from K:k patricke - 

| Durham to Kil/pmay. < 16. 

A Yetition for Mr. Theodore Umphray, Mr. Cornelius Ba- 
ron, Mr. Hugh Leigh, Mr. William Umphray. Mt. James 

Kay, and Mr. /:ill:am B:nning Miiſters in Zetland, who 

ſerved under the late Prelacy, now v4: to be received 

unto Miniſterial Communion, and a ſhare of the Govern« 

ment of the Church, heing read, and none of the Petitto. 

ners being pteſenr, and they not known to the Aſſembly; 

Therefore their Petition was Referred to che Commilſi- 


ON- Ib, 
Reference to the Commiſſion, in fayours of St. Andrews and 
Lmithgow. : SE 
Reference tro the Commiſſion, concerning the Petition of 
Mr Kenneth e Mckenzie. | - "16, 4 
; Reference to the Commiſſion, concerning the Petition of 
# Mr. Hatter e Menzres. I6. * 


Reference'to the Commiſſion, to give Advice to Presdytries 
and Miniſters, upon application againſt Witchcratr, Sorcery, 


and Charming. Gc. I&. 
5 Committee for teviſing the Minuts, and ordering the Prin- 
8 ting ot the Acts of this Aſſembly. I6. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


= E Commiſſion appointed by the lars General Afſern.. 
| bly, having conſidered the ObjeRions, made by ſome 
' Probationers, Nominate to the General Aſſembly , againſt 
their going North, Do, conform to the Power gives the, 
Nominate and Appoint, theſe Probationets aftexgigitned;” 
repiir ro the reſpective Provinces following 5 «glut. 70 
G:6, Mr. Peter Darlize, and Mr. James IPG 
Proyince of Aberdeen; Mc. Thomas Fraz?r to thr 
vince of © Murray; Mr. John Thoraborn to the Provinces 
of Roſs, Southerland and Caithneſs; And this, beſides two 
Probationers yet to be Named for Orknay, and theſe alrea- 
= dyapnointed for the North, by the 19, Act of the ſaid 
L Aſſembly. 


'-/; 


(ly 


At Edinburgh 2. Feb. 1698, 


The Commiſſioners appointed by the late General Aſſem. 
bly, Taking tothcir Conſideration what is committed to thera 
by the 157h AR, of the aft Afſembly, have agreed ro tranſ- 
mit theſe Overtures underwriten to the ſeveral Presbytries, 

_ conform to the faid Ad, the,Tenor of which Overtures fol- 


| lowes. 
Fd 

Overtures, Concerning the method and form of the proce- 
aure of the Judcatories of the Church, againſt Scandalons 


Perſons, 


Ith Reſpet to Scandals, whoſe Groſlneſs make it 
neceſſary, to bring the perſons guilty, oftner than 


once before the Congregation, | 
x. Itis Overtured, that after they are convict before the 
Seſſion, rhat it be Judicially declared ro them, thar they have 
rendced themſelves uncapable of Communion with the 
People of God in the Wpperof the. Lord, and that they 
ought not be allowed to be Sponſours themſclves in the 
Baptiſm of their Children till the the Scandal be removed ; 
and that they beappointed to. appear in publick to be Re. 
buked tor their Sin, whether they appear Penicent, or not : 
conform to the Inſtirution x Tz. 5. 20, | 
2 After a publick Rebuks, the -Miniſter -and: Elders 
be at farder pains, in Inſtructing the Minds of the Scanda- 
lous Perſons, it Ignorant, in Endeavouring to convince their 
Conſcience, and tobting them taa due ſenſeof their Sin, 
and to an Engadgment, and icrious Reſolution againſt all 
known: Sin... and to the Performance of all known Dutie. 

. Thar the Sciſion, upon Satisfation' with their know- 
ledpgs and ſenſe of their Sin, do'agmit them tothe publick 
Proicſſion of their Repentance,in orderto Abſolution. 

4. 1f, after raking pains on them for ſome comperent time 


for their Inſtruction and Conviction, they till remain Groſly 
Ignorant, inſenſible and unreformed, the Sentence of lefler 
Excommunication be publickly pronounced againit them; 
from which they are not to be Relaxed, nor Admitted to make 

ublick Profeſſion of their Repentance in order thereto, till 
the Scſſion be Satisficd with their Knowledge, Seriouſneſs and 


Reſormation. 
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